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PLAYING    C1IKS8    WITU   XXYCOZiT.  ' 


A.  JEemlnUcence  of  the  Campaign  ot  1850— 

The  Game  wa»  Sever  FlnUhed. 

from  the  Cincinnati  Enquirer. 

"  What  is  new  with  you,  E.  P.  Bradstreet  ?" 
was  asked  of  that  gentleman  yesterday. 

"  Nothing  of  moment  that  a  lawyer  can  be 
allowed  to  tell,  you  know,"  was  the  reply, 
"But  reading  the  life  of  Abraham  Lincoln, 
which  I  have  just  finished,  has  recalled  a  pleas- 
ant recollection  of  that  remarkable  man  In  my 
early  life.  I  am,  perhaps,  the  only  man  in  Cin- 
cinnati who  ever  played  chess  with  him.  In 
the  lute  summer  of  1859  I  had  an  attack  of 
Western  fever,  and  went  to  spy  out  the  young 
and  growing  Western  cities  to  select  a  location. 
We  started  homeward  from  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  on 
a  morning  train.  Boon  from  the  rear  of  the 
car  commenced  uproarious  peals  of  jolly 
laughter,  connected  with  story  telling,  which 
continued  at  intervals  allday,  and  kept  every- 
body wide  awake  and  in  good  humor  with  all 
about  them. 

"  A  group  of  sunburnt,  swarthy,  and  plain- 
looking  men  were  the  cause  of  all  the  uproar, 
which  continued  until  we  reached  Hannibal, 
on  the  Mississippi  River,  and  everybody  won- 
dered who  those  jolly  good  fellows  could  be. 
My  wife  and  1  went  to  a  hotel  to  wait  for  a  down- 
ward steamer,  and,  going  to  the  parlor,  pro- 
duced our  little  sot  of  chessmen,  adapted  for 
travellers'  use,  both  being  fond  of  the  game, 
and  sat  down  to  while  away  the  time.  Alter 
playing  awhile  I  heard  somebody  quietlyenter, 
and  looking  up  I  saw  a  very  tall,  queer-looking 
gentleman  approaching,  whom  I  at  once  rec- 
ognized as  the  leader  in  the  tremendous  fun 
that  we  had  heard  all  day.  Begging  our  pardon, 
he  said  he  would  watch  the  game  if  we  were 
willing,  and  of  course  we  made  him  welcome. 
Directly  he  said  the  lady  needed  his  help,  and 
had  I  any  objections  to  his  advising  her?  None 
being  offered,  he  joined  forces  against  me,  but 
X  majjAgfidJajjEin. ki> — ~=~^— r.*  ■■-■■-  -» 


^Then  my  wife,  rising,  insisted  that  tho,    <m-  , 

§er  should  play  with  me.- '  After  some  relugiance  \ 
e  gathered  his  ganglion  limbs  under  tn»Ha-  | 
.ble,  and  we  went  at  It  in  earnest.   He  playsd  I 
well,  .and,  having  a  fair  chance  to  study  him,  I 
as  he  sat  opposite,  I  noted  the  wonderful  com- 
bination or  peculiar  characteristics  in  his  head 
and  face,  which  afterward  became  so  familiar 
to  the  Amerioan  people,  either' by  seeing  the  I 
man  himself  or  his  never-wearying  portraits,  I 
and  I  concluded  he  must  be  a  person  of  some 
importance,  whoever  he  was.    We  talked  more 
than  the  rules  allow  as  the  game  went  on,  and 
his  face  would  illuminate  in  a  wonderful  way 
whenever  he  made  a  good  point  against  me.  • 
Suddenly  a  shrill  whistle  of  a  steamer  sounded, 
and  my  opponent  sprang  to  his  feet.  ' '  That  is ' 
the  Alton  boat,  and  I  must  go.'  We  both  urged 
him  to  stay  and  finish  the  game,  but  he  was  ! 
immovable,  and  declared  he  could  not  remain.  ■ 

"  Standing  and  looking  over  the  game  a  mo- 
ment he  said:    'You will  soon  beat  even  me,', 
anyhow,  I  believe;    but    remember    how  it 
stands,  and  we  will  some  day  finish  it.' 

"  '  Agreed,'  I  said.    '  I  shall  remember.' 

"  Then  he  inquired  our  name,  and  I  in  turn 
asked  for  his. 

"  '  Lincoln,'  was  his  answer. 

"  '  Lincold  of  Illinois  ?' 

"  '  Yes ;  that's  what  they  call  me.' 

"  '  What  I    Are  you  the  man  who,  in  debate 

with  Douglas  all  over  that  State,  has  turned  the 

/people  nearly  crazy  all  summer?'  "  !  •" 

^— **Herlauch«tl  a  loud,  hearty,  joyous  laugh. 

<and  said:  *WeH,.they  call  me  Abe  Lincoln,  and 

t  we  have  had  a  lively  time  over  there  with  Doug- 

iJas.    I  was  worn  out,  and  went  way  off  into  the 

*  Northwest  to  hunt  buffalo  awhile,  and  met  with 

those  friends  of  mine  on  the  car,  one  of  whom 

is  Baker,  Seoretary  of  State  of  Illinois,  and  we 

are  just  getting  home.' 

"  He  kindly  grasped  our  hands  in  good-by, 
charged  me  to  be  sure  and  finish  that  game 
with  nim  some  time,  and  with  a  cheerful  smile 
strode  away,  we  watching  him  to  his  boat.  But 
I  never  spoke  to  him  again  nor  saw  him  but 
once,  when  he  rode  by  our  home  here  in  an 
enormous  procession,  in  an  open  barouche.,  en 
route  to  his  inauguration."  --- —  j 
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Robert  R.  Radcliff 

4913    1  nreadneeale  Koad 

Wilmington,  Delaware  19807 
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54  The  Good  Companion 


uTo  the  Good  Companions." 


\  ■  \  ;\  LINCOLN'S  STATUE  IN  LONDON. 


■  y        ■  Unveiled :  as  a  Sign  to  the  Nations 

~->.-'  Of  mercy  triumphant  in  strife 

When  Freedom  lay  bleeding  in  darkness 
...  1%,  He  lighted  her  torch  with  his  life. 

Unveiled  :  as  a  Sign  to  the  Nations 
Of  honor  superb  as  his  own  — 
;_      ,  America's  Mispah  in  marble, 

Britannia's  witness  in  stone. 

]}■'  '\,:  ■  v.;  ' .  '■        .';  >         S    I]'  :;■'"$, 

Unveiled  :  as  a  Sign  to  the  Nations 
When  wars,  in  their  agony,  cease — 

Whom  God  hath  united  in  battle 
Let  none  put  asunder  in  peace. 

Made  one  in  the  glory  of  battle. 

Made  one  in  the  blood  and  the  sod — 

Hereafter,  let  none  put  asunder 
Two  Nations  united  by  God. 

'         '  Edith  M.  Vicars, 

July  28,  1920.  "  Chess  Amateur." 

Lincoln's  Statue  in  London. 

By  Augustus  St.  Gaudens. 

It  is  a  replica  of  the  Lincoln  Statue 

in  Chicago. 

Abraham  Lincoln  as  a  Chess  Player. 

G.  M.  McConnell,  who  wrote  quite  frequently  in  the  Chicago-Times  Herald 
1897,  is  the  authority  for  the  following  interesting  account,  which  shows  what  a  deep 
student  of  the  game  Lincoln  really  was  : 

Abraham  Lincoln  was  very  partial  to  and  quite  skillful  in  the  game  of  chess,  and 
a  few  years  before   he   was   made    President  Judge   Samuel   H.    Treat,    a  grave  and 
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learned  gentleman,  then  Chief  Justice  of  the  Illinois  Supreme  Court,  was  his  frequent 
antagonist,  and  probably  a  little  superior  as  a  player.  In  the  hot  months  of  summer 
Springfield  was  a  sleepy  place,  and  one  sweltering  noontide  these  two  friends  were 
having  an  engrossing  game  in  the  still,  deserted  Supreme  Court  room,  with  the  board 
on  their  knees  between  them.  In  the  critical  stage  of  the  closely  contested  game, 
while  Treat  was  deeply  pondering  a  move,  Lincoln's  son,  "Tad,"  then  probably 
eight  or  ten  years  old,  came  suddenly  into  the  room  and  laying  his  hand  on  his 
father's  shoulder,  said  insistently  :  "  Pa  !  Ma  says  for  you  to  come  down  home  right 
away.     She  wants  you." 

"All  right,  Tad,"  said  his  father  abstractedly,  "you  run  home  and  tell  her  I'll 
be  there  in  a  minute." 

The  boy  had  probably  some  experience  of  what  "in  a  minute"  meant  when 
chess  was  in  question  and  he  muttered  something  with  an  ominous  shake  of  the  head, 
but  walked  quietly  to  the  door  and  waited  there  several  minutes.  Treat  did  not  stir, 
but  studied  the  board  with  the  closest  attention,  and  Lincoln  sat  motionless. 
Presently  the  boy  came  back,  gave  his  father  a  little  shake  and  repeated  :  I  say,  ma 
wants  you  to  come  down  home  right  away  !  She  wants  you  now  !  " 

"Sh-sh!  Tad!  Yes — yes — in  a  minute — in  a  minute,"  replied  his  father,  with 
a  deprecatory  wave  of  his  hand,  but  without  taking  his  eye  from  the  board. 

The  boy  stood  for  a  minute  or  two  in  petulant  impatience,  and  then  suddenly 
lifting  his  foot  with  a  vigorous  kick  he  sent  the  board  and  the  chessmen  flying  about 
the  room.  Treat  sprang  to  his  feet,  his  usual  quiet  visage  flaming  with  wrath,  but 
clenched  his  teeth  and  said  nothing.  Mr.  Lincoln  dropped  in  his  chair  with  a  curious 
laugh  of  amused  dismay,  looked  up  with  unruffled  good  humor  and  said  : 

"  Well,  Judge,  I  guess  that's  Tad's  game!  You  set  'em  up  again  and  we'll  have 
it  out  some  other  day.  Come  along,  Tad.  Let's  go  and  see  what  ma  wants,"  and 
without  other  words  he  took  the  boy  by  the  hand  and  strode  calmly  away  toward 
home. 


Our  Brother  Samuel  R.  Barrett  was  a  body  guard  to  President  Lincoln  in  Wash- 
ington during  the  dark  days  of  '61. 
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"boat"  as  a  general  name  for  all  water-craft.  The  boat 
is  indispensable  to  navigation,  ft  is  not  probable  that 
the  philosophical  principle  upon  which  the  use  of  the  boat 
primarily  depends  to  wit:  the  principle  that  anything 
will  float  which  cannot  sink  without  displacing  more  than 
its  own  weight  of  water  was  known,  or  even  thought  of, 
before  the  first  boats  were  made.  The  sight  of  a  crow 
standing  on  a  piece  of  driftwood,  floating  down  the 
swollen  current  of  a  creek  or  river,  might  well  enough 
suggest  the  specific  idea  to  a  savage  that  he  could  himself 
get  upon  a  log,  or  on  two  logs  tied  together,  and  somehow 
work  his  way  to  the  opposite  shore  of  the  same  stream. 
Such  a  suggestion,  so 
taken,  would  he  the 
birth  of  navigation; 
and  such,  not  im- 
probably, it  really 
was.  The  leading 
idea  was  thus  caught ; 
and  whatever  came 
afterwards  were  hut 
improvements  upon 
and  auxiliaries  to  it. 
As  man  is  a  land 
animal  it  might  he 
expected  he  would 
learn  to  travel  by 
land  somewhat  ear- 
lier   than    he    would 

I  )\     Water.       otlll    tile  dr.  melvin's  chess  table,  on  which  in   ii  wi:i> 
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crossing   ot    streams 

somewhat  dee])  for  wading  would  he  an  early  necessity 
with  him.  If  we  pass  by  the  Ark,  which  may  he  regarded 
as  belonging  rather  to  the  miraculous  than  to  human 
invention,  the  first  notice  we  have  of  water-craft  is  the 
mention  of  "ships"  by  Jacob  (Genesis  xlix,  13).  It  is 
not  till  we  reach  the  book  of  Isaiah  that  we  meet  with 
the  mention  of  "oars"  and  "sails." 

As  man's  food  —his  first  necessity — was  to  be  derived 
from  the  vegetation  of  the  earth,  it  was  natural  that  his 
first  care  should  be  directed  to  the  assistance  of  that 
vegetation.     Ami  accordingly  we  find  that  even  before 
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